152.   VIOLENCE JJV THE CAMP
Doctors Rajan and Shastry, two of the best workers of Madras,
lave been arrested together with two others evidently in the cause
>f, shall I say, intemperance. The Madras Government have dis-
overed a method of breaking up Congress and Khilafat organiza-
ions without resort to the Criminal Law Amendment Act and the
leditious Meetings Act. They will do better than Bengal and the
Jnited Provinces. They will avoid the reproach of having enforced
he Acts which have become the object of criticism in the country*
tod I hear that in Madras, at any rate, it is the redoubtable Sir
Thyagaraj Chetty more than Lord Willingdon who is bent upon
Breaking up these organizations. For non-co-operators, who are
gainst measures and not men, it is one and the same thing whether
he actor is an Indian or an Englishman. It is my certain convic-
ion that Englishmen who serve under Swaraj Government will be
,s good as Indians. And we are sorrowful witnesses of the fact
hat some of our countrymen can, under the existing system, be-
ome just as efficient administrators of a vicious system as English-
aen. We have, therefore, to fight the system irrespective of men.
Ve, who have been victims for four generations of dual law,
oae for Englishmen and another for ourselves, must not be guilty
f it ourselves. Let Madras, therefore, be tried and purified
ven under Sir Thyagaraj Chetty's rule.
If we are true to ourselves, we shall be able effectively to
leal with all our opponents, whether they be our own country-
aen or Englishmen. But a letter received from Dr. Rajan four
[ays before his arrest emphasizes the warning given to us by
ecent happenings that we have to beware more of ourselves
han of our opponents. Here is his letter evidently not written
Dr publication nor for privilege. It is both a confession and a
riticism. Writes Dr. Rajan:
One of your young friends, G. V. Kripanidhi by name, wrote the
editorial in the Swarajya on the 15th instant entitled "To Our Shame"
regarding the hartal troubles in Madras. Mr. Prakasam was absent, away
at Bombay. The day prior to the hartal I was able to prevail on the
organizers that the volunteers should be made to do police duty and protect
those that opened their shops and that went to the Prince's visit. But
later, Mr. Prakasam insisted that they must remain indoors. There was
bitter comment against that article and I felt it my duty to support the
leading article, a copy of which I send for your perusal.